French Language Textbook for Beginners

A Free Starter Guide to Learn French — Vocabulary, Grammar & Dialogues

i § 1. The French Alphabet and Pronunciation

French has the same alphabet as English (A—Z), but the pronunciation is often different.

Letter French Example Pronunciation

A avion (plane) like ah

E école (school) like uh

I livre (book) like ee

R rouge (red) throat sound

U lune (moon) no English equivalent; round lips

&5 2. Essential Vocabulary: Greetings & Basics

English French Pronunciation
Hello Bonjour bon-zhoor
Goodbye Au revoir oh ruh-vwar
Please S’il vous plait  seel voo pleh
Thank you Merci mehr-see
Yes / No Oui/ Non wee / noh
My name is... Je zhuh mah-pell

m’appelle...

=1 3. Basic Grammar: Subject Pronouns & Etre (To Be)

English French Etre (to be)
I Je suis
You Tu es
He/She II/ Elle est
We Nous sommes
You (formal/plural)  Vous étes
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They lls / Elles sont

& Examples:

e Je suis étudiant. — | am a student.

e Elle est gentille. — She is kind.

=] 4. Numbers 1-10 in French

Number French

1 un

2 deux
3 trois

4 quatre
5 cing

6 SiX

7 sept

8 huit

9 neuf
10 dix

¢ 5. Beginner Dialogue

At a café

— Bonjour ! Je voudrais un café, s'il vous plait.
— Bien s{r. Un café ?

— Oui, merci.

— Voila !

— Merci beaucoup.

— Avec plaisir !

Translation:

— Hello! I'd like a coffee, please.
— Of course. One coffee?

— Yes, thank you.

— Here you go!

— Thank you very much.

— You're welcome!
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